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Abstract
Highly oriented rutile titanium dioxide (TiO2) nanorod arrays were grown on fluorine-doped tin oxide (FTO) substrate using a
hydrothermal method. X-ray diffraction, Raman spectra, field emission-scanning electron microscopy, and ultraviolet-visible
spectroscopy were conducted to determine the structural, morphological, and optical properties of the sample. The synthesized
TiO2 nanorod arrays exhibited tetragonal rutile structure. The photocurrent analysis was done by using photoelectrochemical
method where different bias voltage (0 V to 0.9 V) was applied. The photocurrent value shows acceptable difference with
increasing bias voltage. The TiO2 nanorod array (TNAs) UV sensors show high responsivity as indicated by the fast rise and
decay time of the photocurrent of less than 1 s with every bias voltage applied.
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Introduction

Titanium dioxide (TiO2) is one of the frequently used metal
oxide materials in various fields due to its wide band gap
(3.2 eV) such as photocatalysis [1], photovoltaics [2], and

photosensors [3]. It is attractive due to its high sensitivity,
simple signal processing, low-cost production, and small size
[4]. Titanium dioxide, or titania, can be found in three crystal-
lite phases that are anatase, rutile, and brookite. Among these
phases, TiO2 nanoparticles of the rutile phase are the most
thermodynamically stable. Frequent studies have revealed that
the performances, as well as physical and chemical character-
istics of nanostructure TiO2, are strongly influenced by crys-
tallite structure, morphology, and dimension [5–7]. The TNAs
were fabricated using the hydrothermal method.
Hydrothermal processing has been extensively used in the
preparation of TiO2 nanomaterials; thus, their textures can be
controlled by various elements, for example precursor,
amount of hydrochloric acid, reaction temperature, and reac-
tion time. Long et al. has reported the effects of time and
temperature to hydrothermal growth of the nanorods [8]. At
6 h reaction times, there is only a seed layer on top of the glass
substrate. However, when the reaction times increase to 20 h,
the seed layers have grown into nanorods without orientation
in a certain direction. This is because the glass substrate used
has an amorphous structure with very different lattice mis-
match. Meanwhile, in this experiment, the substrate used is
FTO substrate where there is only slight lattice mismatch of
FTO and rutile structure that is a = 4.737, c = 3.185 and a =
4.594, c = 2.958, respectively. Phan et al. used hydrothermal
method to be studied on the influence of concentrated HCl on
TiO2 morphology. Depending on the acid medium and ratio,
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several morphologies can be obtained. They showed the role
of HCl in creating the oriented organization of the crystalline
phase and morphology-controlled TiO2 nanomaterials.

Flame detections, space communications, ozone layer
monitoring, and UVastronomy are among the technology that
are using UV photoconductive sensor. Nowadays, fabrication
of UV photosensor is gaining attention due to its applications
in different fields. Among the materials that are being utilized
in fabricating UV sensor are silicon (Si), gallium nitride
(GaN), zinc selenide (ZnSe), silicon carbide (SiC), and dia-
mond. Using Si materials as a UV sensor have caused several
problems. First, Si has a low bandgap, which is 1.1 eV, caus-
ing low responsivity towards ultraviolet radiation and requir-
ing a visible light filter if applied in the device structure. Si is
also not suitable to be used as it has limitation in harsh envi-
ronmental conditions, for example UV detection at high tem-
perature. Meanwhile, GaN, SiC, and diamond show a decent
performance under high-temperature conditions. However,
the materials are not cost effective as they have high fabrica-
tion cost making it not fitting for large-scale production [9]. A
number of materials, including TiO2 nanostructured, have
been proposed and studied intensively in order to fabricate a
UV sensor with good stability and reliability at a reasonable
price. The aims of this study are to prepare and study the effect
of different bias voltage towards sensing properties of the
TNAs thin films to ultraviolet light using photo-
electrochemical (PEC) method. Among various UV photode-
tectors made of 1D nanostructures, PEC-based photodetectors
show promising potential due to their low cost, simple fabri-
cation process, and fast response. Moreover, PEC-based pho-
todetectors work in ‘self-powered’ mode, which does not re-
quire batteries as external power source.

Experimental details

Growth of TiO2 nanorod arrays by hydrothermal
method

The single-crystalline rutile nanorod used for this study was
grown vertically on FTO substrate using hydrothermal meth-
od. A diluted hydrochloric acid solution was prepared by
mixing 120 mL of deionized water with 130 mL of concen-
trated hydrochloric acid and was stirred at ambient tempera-
ture for 5 min, and then 3.5 mL of titanium butoxide was
added to the mixture and stirred for 10 min. After that, the
mixture was poured into a stainless steel autoclave with a
Teflon container cartridge. The FTO substrates were ultrason-
ically cleaned and were placed at an angle against the Teflon
container with the conducting side facing down.
Hydrothermal synthesis was conducted at 150 °C for 16 h.
After synthesis, the autoclave was cooled down to room

temperature, and the FTO substrate was taken out and rinsed
thoroughly with deionized water.

Characterization of TiO2 nanorod samples and the UV
photodetector

The crystal structure and crystallite size are defined by an X-
ray diffractometer (XRD) PANalytical X-Pert3 Powder mod-
el. The scan axis used was 2 h with range of 20°–60°, and the
type of slit used was fixed divergence slit. Raman spectra were
obtained using a Micro-Raman Spectroscope (Renishaw
InVia microRaman System) operated with 514 nm wave-
length of argon (Ar+) laser. The morphology and thickness
of the TNAs were characterized by using a field emission
scanning electron microscope (FESEM) JEOL JSM-7600F
model operated at 15 kV. Finally, the photoresponse switching
behavior measurement, a UV lamp with a wavelength of
365 nm, was used as light source, and the photocurrent was
obtained by photoelectrochemical workstation using Solartron
1280C electrochemical measuring unit as the source of bias
voltage. The schematic structure of the TiO2 nanorod using
photoelectrochemical workstation is shown in Fig. 1.
Performance of the UV sensor was distinguished from photo-
current which is generated using a photo-electrochemical
method using 1280C electrochemical measuring unit as the
source of bias voltage. The UV light source used in this setup
was a 365-nm UVA lamp. It is easily available in the market
and is used widely in applications such as photo-catalyst and
gas sensor. The measurement takes place in a dark condition
to prevent unnecessary light illumination from other sources.
Ag/KCl and platinum (Pt) is used in this experiment as refer-
ence and counter electrode, respectively. Meanwhile, the TiO2

nanorods act as a working electrode and the electrolyte used in
this experiment was from sodium (Na). Conductive side of the
FTO substrate is placed facing the UVA lamp. The UVA lamp
was turned ON and OFF every 5 s during the testing to see
reaction of the nanorod thin film towards the UV lamp.

Results and discussion

Structural characterizations

The well-aligned TNAs with pure rutile phase are verified by
the XRD pattern in Fig. 2. The scanning Bragg angle was
within the range of θ-2θ. A dominant sharp peak at 37.4°
was observed within this range. The presence of this peak
confirmed the growth of a (101) plane. Seven diffraction
peaks were observed corresponded to the peaks of TiO2 and
FTO. Three of these peaks corresponded to the (101), (111),
and (211) planes of TiO2. The TiO2 nanorod was polycrystal-
line. These nanorods can be indexed as a tetragonal rutile
phase based on their XRD patterns [10, 11]. The reason that
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the hydrothermal method contributed to rutile phase instead of
anatase and brookite could be accredited to the small lattice
mismatch between FTO and rutile phase. Rutile-phase TiO2

and FTO have near-identical lattice parameters of a = 4.594,
c = 2.958 Å and a = 4.737, c = 3.185 Å for TiO2 and SnO2,
respectively, making the epitaxial growth of rutile TiO2 on
FTO film possible. Meanwhile, anatase and brookite have
lattice parameters of a = 3.784, c = 9.514 Å and a = 5.455
and c = 5.142 Å, respectively. The production of these phases
is unfavorable due to a high activation energy barrier which is
hard to overcome at the low temperature used in this hydro-
thermal reaction [12]. Figure 3 shows the Raman spectra of
TiO2 nanorod thin film. The sample exhibits dominant peaks
of rutile TiO2 that is at 121 cm

−1, 444 cm−1, and 611 cm−1 and
a second-order scattering featured at 244 cm−1 which also

considered as a characteristic of rutile TiO2 [13]. This supports
the XRD data on Fig. 2 that the nanorod produced was pure
rutile-phase TiO2.

Surface morphology

Figure 4 shows the micrograph of an as-grown TiO2 nanorod
arrays taken at (a) 10 k, (b) 50 k, and (c) cross section by a
field emission scanning electron microscope at top and tilted
views, respectively. The images at different magnification
(10 K and 50K) and different locations revealed that the entire
surface of the FTO substrate is uniformly covered with or-
dered TiO2 nanorod. Further analysis indicates that the nano-
rod is typically 110 to 140 nm in diameter and is in tetragonal
shapes with square top facets consisting of many small grids.
The thickness of the TNAs was 1.25 μm.
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Fig. 3 Raman spectra of the TiO2 nanorod arrays grown on FTO
substrate
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Fig. 2 X-ray diffraction pattern of the TiO2 nanorod arrays grown on
FTO substrate
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Fig. 1 Photo-electrochemical
instrument setup for measuring
photocurrent
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Optical properties

The transmittance and absorption of the optimized sample are
shown in Fig. 5a,b, respectively. Figure 5a shows the transmit-
tance spectra of the TiO2 nanorod in the wavelength region
between 300 and 800 nm. The TiO2 nanorod shows good trans-
mittance in visible region with wavelength that is more than
400 nm [14, 15]. Meanwhile, for Fig. 5b, the absorbance spec-
tra indicate that the TiO2 nanorod exhibits high absorbance
properties for wavelength below 400 nm which is in the ultra-
violet region, and this correlates with its large bandgap [16–18].

From these two spectra, it can be concluded that only light with
the wavelength from 300 to 400 nm can reach the TiO2 nanorod
and thus contribute to the UV photoresponsivity. For these
TNAs, the bandgap is indirect bandgap with energy of 3.0 eV
as shown in Fig. 6. The determination of the optical bandgap is
obtained by using Tauc’s equation:

αhv ¼ A hv–Eg
� �n ð1Þ

where A is the constant, hv is the photon energy, Eg is the
bandgap energy, n =½ for allowed direct transition, and n = 2
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Fig. 4 a 10 k magnification, b
50 k magnification, and c cross-
section FESEM image of the TiO2

nanorod arrays grown on FTO
substrate
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Fig. 5 The a transmittance and b absorbance spectra of the TiO2 nanorod
arrays
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Fig. 6 Bandgap energy of from Tauc’s plot
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for allowed indirect transition. Thus, straight line segments in
(αE)2 indicated direct bandgap and (αE)1/2 indicated indirect
bandgap.

Photocurrent characteristics

Photocurrent of the optimized sample with different bias volt-
age from rise potential to 0.9 V (with 0.1 intervals) is shown in
Fig. 7a-k. The rise potential of the optimized TiO2 thin film
was at − 0.5 V. In terms of semiconductor physics, the
energy can excite the electrons from valence to conduction
bands, leaving hole in valence band, when energy provided
by the irradiation is higher than the bandgap of TiO2 [17].
It can be seen that the TNAs give acceptable differences in

photocurrent with different bias voltage supplied while the
UV light was repeatedly switched on and off. However, at
0.9 V of bias voltage, the photocurrent has started to be-
come saturated. This is because, by using the same sample,
excited electrons from TiO2 thin film undergo a redox re-
action with OH+ from the electrolyte for a several times
[18]. As the redox reaction occurs with a suitable acceptor
and donor, electrons and hole from the thin film were
prevented from recombined [19]. The values of the photo-
current for every on/off cycle were steady and repeatable.
From the graph, the sudden rise and decay of the photocur-
rent that is called the surge current can be seen [20]. A
surge current is an abrupt increase in current usually
caused by a voltage imbalance. In general terms, surge is

Fig. 7 a Photocurrent of TNAs of
rise potential and b–k
photocurrent of the sample with
0–0.9 V bias voltage, respectively
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a sudden increase and electrical current is the rate of charge
flows. In this study, the current surge was produced when
the UV lamp is either turned ON or turned OFF. The elec-
tron experienced sudden transfer when UV light shone to
the TiO2 thin films. A UV lamp with a wavelength of
365 nm was used as light source as a study shows that
radiations from light with higher wavelength are too small
compared to radiation of 365 nm light [21].

Table 1 shows the photocurrent value, as well as the rise
time and decay time of the photocurrent. Values for all photo-
current show acceptable differences with time [22]. Rise time
and decay time also depict low value that is less than 1 s,
indicating a rapid photoresponse characteristics [23].
Figure 8 shows the enlarged rising and decaying edges of
the photocurrent. From Table 1, it can be observed that the
photocurrent shows a value even in 0 V bias voltage. The
optimized sample produced is an n-type semiconductor

confirmed by the photocurrent characteristics. The working
principle of the UV photosensors, of n-type semiconductor
material using PEC method, is simply discussed and shown
in Fig. 9 [24]. When UV light (365 nm) shone on the nanorod/
electrolyte UV detector, the incident photons that pass through
the FTO glass into the nanorod, and electrons in TiO2 are
excited from the valence band to the conduction band, gener-
ating electron-hole pairs in the nanorod. The built-in potential
produced by solid-liquid heterojunction separates the UV
light-generated electron-hole pairs. The separated holes move
from the valence band of the nanorod into the interface of the
nanorod/electrolyte, subsequently seizing the holes from the
water OH− anions (h+ + OH− ➔ HO). Considering the quite
large nanorod/electrolyte surface area, the small diameter of
the nanorod, and the built-in interface potential, a fast removal
of holes from the surface can be expected. On the other hand,
the separated electrons transport into the TiO2 conduction

Fig. 7 (continued)
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band and are collected easily by the FTO contact. Those elec-
trons move into the external circuit and then come back to the
platinum (Pt) layer of the detector, thereupon returning the
electrons to HO radicals (e− + HO ➔ OH−) at the interface
of water/Pt. This way, the built-in potential makes the UV
sensor generate photocurrent without any external bias

voltage. Even though 0 V bias is applied, the UV sensor still
exhibits photosensitivity [23]. Bandgap bending of the TiO2

nanorod does not change with different bias voltage as the
photocurrent characteristics show the same behavior.

Conclusions

In conclusion, a photoelectrochemical cell-structured UV
photodetector was developed using NaOH as the electrolyte
and a rutile TNAs as the active photoelectrode. This device
exhibits a distinguished performance for UV light detection.
Under ambient environment, the photocurrent responds rapid-
ly with UV light on/off switching irradiation. This photode-
tector also shows self-powered characteristics where it gener-
ates photocurrent without any external bias voltage. Different
bias voltage applied gives acceptable differences on the
photoresponse. Furthermore, this TiO2 nanorod UV detector
demonstrates high photosensitivity. All of these results indi-
cate that this novel UV detector can be a promising candidate
as a low-cost UV photodetector for commercially integrated
photoelectronic applications.

Table 1 Photocurrent value, as well as the rise rime and decay time of
the photocurrent

Voltage (v) Photocurrent (μA) Rise time (s) Decay time (s)

Rise potential 3.5 0.3 0.6

0.1 3.0 0.6 0.4

0.2 2.6 0.4 0.4

0.3 2.5 0.4 0.2

0.4 3.4 0.7 0.5

0.5 2.4 0.7 0.4

0.6 2.2 0.4 0.5

0.7 1.9 0.4 0.4

0.8 1.6 0.5 0.3

0.9 – – –

Fig. 8 Response time of the
TNA-based UV sensor

Fig. 9 Schematic energy band
diagram and working principle of
the UV photodetector [19]
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